
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your families safe. At this challenging and difficult time I urge you to follow 
the clear guidance from the Government and stay safe.  
 
Smithills School will re-open on Tuesday 14th April at 8.45am to vulnerable children, those with an EHC plan 
or have social worker involvement and the children of workers critical to the COVID-19 response who 
absolutely need to attend. The DfE and Public Health England guidance is clear that all pupils should isolate 
at home where this is possible and should not travel to school. We are working hard as a school to keep all 
our children safe. Please help us to achieve this and avoid spreading the virus. 
 
 
Please see the guidance from the DFE and Public Health England – 6.4.2020  
 
We have asked parents to keep their children at home wherever possible, and for schools to remain open 
only for children who are vulnerable and for those children of workers critical to the COVID-19 response who 
absolutely need to attend.  
It is important to underline that schools, all childcare settings (including early years settings, childminders 
and providers of childcare for school-age children), colleges and other educational establishments, remain 
safe places for children. But the fewer children making the journey to school, and the fewer children in 
educational settings, will protect the NHS and save lives by reducing the risks of spreading the virus.  
Schools, and all childcare providers, are therefore being asked to continue to provide care for a limited 
number of children - children who are vulnerable, and children whose parents are critical to the COVID-19 
response and cannot be safely cared for at home.  
While as many schools as possible should try to stay open for eligible pupils, this will not be possible for all 
settings, and the local authority should coordinate pooling of resources so pupils are able to access provision 
elsewhere. 
 
 
For those pupils who are attending school during this time: primarily, schools are closed to provide 
protection for children (and the population) through increasing social distancing. The guidance from the 
government makes it clear that predominantly children should be at home. However, to aid the running of 
the nation in these difficult times, school staff are being asked to put themselves (and so their families) at an 
increased risk than the rest of the population by providing a role in keeping important parts of the country’s 
infrastructure functioning.  
We are doing all we can to keep our staff and children safe and well, and appreciate your overwhelming 
support for our staff who are doing all they can to play their part in keeping the country going through this 
crisis, whilst keeping their own families safe and well.  
I hope that you and your families stay safe over the Easter period. 
 
Your faithfully  
Mike Sidebottom 

 


