
Theme 2: Rights and Responsibilities 

Chapter 13: What laws does a society require and why? 

The fundamental principles of law to ensure rights and freedoms 

The system of law in the UK is based upon a number of key concepts that revolve around the idea of rule of law.  

Principles of the ‘rule of law’ 

 

The idea of legal certainty This means that all the laws in the UK 

must be applied in a precise and 

predictable  manner 

Everyone must to be able to know that their 

conduct is regulated by the law in a certain 

manner 

That laws are properly        

enacted and clear in their 

purpose 

The UKs formally agreed processes 

enact laws and that the purpose of any 

law is clearly set out 

Within a democracy it is important that the laws 

are enacted by due   process and also that laws 

are clear in their intention 

That there is equality and 

fairness 

Equality before the law is about the law 

treating every person equally allowing 

every person equal accuses to the 

justice system 

The laws apply to every individual in society 

equally even members of the royal family have 

appeared in court and have been convicted of 

motoring offences  

The laws cannot be 

retrospective: that is, you 

cannot be charged with 

something that is now an 

offence that you  carried 

out before he law came 

into force 

Legalisation cannot be pre-dated so that  

someone finds that an action they took 

prior to the legalisation is now unlawful 

and they are charged with the new 

offence 

People need to know that if they are obeying 

the law as it is currently stands they cannot be 

charged for taking    action if in future it comes 

unlawful 

That there is due legal 

process 

The judicial system operates as laid 

down in law and contains certain rights: 

to a fair trial, to defend oneself, to be 

represented, (if found guilty) to appeal. 

This is an important guarantee of a citizens 

rights and is fundamental to the operation of 

our justice system 

Equity before the law: the 

principle that any person, 

regardless of their income. 

Wealth, social or celebrity 

status, or political power 

or influence, it is treated 

the same way in regard to 

the law and the ways in 

which operates. 

Exam Tip 

You don’t have to know the         specific 

wording of these key sentences you just 

need to be aware and understand them 

 

Rights: these are moral, ethical or legal 

principles that are considered as the basis of the 

values that underpin a society .For example, the 

term human rights relates to those values that 

are guaranteed by society to an individual: the 

right to vote, the right to free speech and the 

right to a fair trial. 

 

 

 

 



Legal system terms 

 

Legal Terms Definition Commentary 

Justice This is a concept based upon a 

behaviour or treatment regarding to 

what is morally right or fair.  

This is an overarching concept that 

underpins our understanding of the legal 

process. It implies many related ideas 

such as fairness, equality and due 

process. 

Presumption of innocence Within our legal system is assumed 

that a person assumed a brought 

before a court of law and is innocent 

until proven guilty beyond reasonable 

doubt 

 This is a basic principle within our legal 

system. Some systems assume guilt and 

it is up to the accused to prove their 

innocence. 

Trial by jury An early principle of English justice was 

that people accused should trialled by 

their peers  

Traditional juries had to reach a 

unanimous verdict about the guilt of the 

accused. 

Access to justice This principle relates to the ability of 

any individual citizen to access and use 

the justice system irrespective of their 

status or wealth within society.   

Many argue that while in general terms 

the UK system upholds this principle 

many changes have been made 

regarding legal aid especially in regard to 

civil law cases. 

 

The nature of rules and laws in dealing with fairness, justice and discrimination 

This section relates to the rules and laws that a society needs to help it deal with the complex problems of fairness, 

justice and discrimination. The words fairness and justice have been discussed but what do they actually mean? 

This relates to how we treat others. This can be about individuals or groups of people. You are discriminating 

against them if you treat them differently based for example upon their age, gender, sexuality, race, disability and 

so on except when the law allows.  

Examples of antidiscrimination legislation passed in the UK include: 

 Race Relations Acts 1965, 1968, 1976, 2000 

 Equal Pay Act 1970 

 Sex Discrimination Acts 1975, 2002 

 Disability Discrimination Act 1995 and 2005 

 Equality Acts 2006 and 2010 

 EXAM TIP: There is no requirement to know the specific dates and nature of each piece of 

antidiscrimination legislation. The important Act is the Equality Act 2010, which created what is now the 

Equality and Human Rights Commission that has responsibility for enforcing the legislation. The 2010 

Equality Act merged all previous legislation into the new Act.  

 

 

 

 



Rights in local to global situations where there is conflict and where rights and responsibilities need to be 

balanced 

There has to be a balance between the power of the state and the rights and duties of its citizens. At times, this 

balance is brought into question. There are some case study examples of the rights versus responsibilities conflict. 

 In the UK the police have the power of ‘stop and search’ but many ethnic minorities have complained that 

they are subject to these searches more than other groups of people. This led to the eventual changes in 

the use of stop and search 

 After the 9/11 terrorist attacks in New York, new security measures were introduced at airports, the USA 

decided to put a ban on carrying computer equipment as cabin luggage, this has not had the same level of 

support even though it has been introduced on security grounds. 

 In Northern Ireland in the 1970s, judges had decided the outcome of cases as it was not possible to hold 

jury trials.  

Increasingly citizens look to their international agreements to assert their rights. The European Court of Human 

Rights in Strasburg is used by authorities in their own countries. In 2017 the court ruled in favour of a group of 

Russians regarding how the Russian government its forces ended a siege at a school in Beslan when terrorists had 

taken 1000 hostages.  

Increasingly citizens look to international agreements to assert their rights. The European Court of Human Rights in 

Strasbourg is used by many citizens to help resolve their disputes with authorities in their own countries. In 2017, 

the Court ruled in favour of a group of Russian citizens regarding how the Russian Government and its forces ended 

a siege with a 1000 hostages saved.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 14: What are a citizens rights and responsibilities within the legal system? 

The operation of the justice system 

The justice system contains 5 sub parts: 

• The police 

• The judiciary 

• He legal representatives 

• Criminal and civil courts 

• Tribunals and dispute resolution  

The role and powers of the police 

The polices services statement of common purpose say  the purpose of the police is to uphold the law fairly, to 

prevent crime, to pursue justice to those who break the law, to keep the queen's peace, to help the community and 

being seen doing so. 

Police core operational duties are: 

• Protecting life and property 

• Preserving order 

• Preventing the commission of offence 

• Bringing offenders to justice 

  Certain powers police have include: 

• stopping and searching someone if they suspect the person is carrying something illegal or something used 

to crime 

• Arresting someone if suspected they were involved with a crime but the poli9ce must have reasonable 

ground. The procedure of arresting include to identify themselves as the police, tell the person they ae being 

arrested the person the crime they have committed. If the suspect is under 17 the police should only arrest 

them on school grounds if unavailable 

• Entering premises to search a suspect, arrest them and even seize items connected to the crime. But the 

police need to obtain a warrant from the court before they enter 

• It is important to understand the UK has no national police force like other countries. There are 43 distinct 

police forces in the UK and Scotland and northern island both have one. Each police force have a directly 

elected police and crime commissioner 

The role and powers of the judiciary 

• Lord chief justice- the most senior judge in the UK: the head of an independent judiciary. 

• President of the supreme court- head of the UK’s domestic appeal court. 

• Justices of the supreme court- judges who hear civil and criminal appeals in the UK’s most senior court 

• Senior presidents of tribunals- head of the judges in the UK tribunal service 

• Master of the roles- president of the court appeal (civil division) 

• Chancellor of the high court- head of the chancery division of the high court 

• President of the family division- head of family justice 



• President of the Queen’s bench division also deputy head of criminal justice 

• Lord justices of appeal hear appeal cases in the civil and criminal divisions of the court of appeal 

• High court judges- hear trial appeal cases in high court and judge serious cases in crown court trials 

• Circuit judges -  hear criminal cases in crown courts and civil cases in the county courts  

• Recorders- work part-time hearing criminal and civil cases 

• District judges- they hear the bulk of civil cases in the county court 

• Tribunal judges-Deal with most cases brought before tribunal hearing. 

• Magistrate-volunteers from local communities who sit for justice.  

 

The roles of legal representatives 

There is 3 main branches of the legal profession, they are legal executives, solicitors and barristers. A way of recalling 

their roles is to talk about your health; the legal executive is the paramedic, the solicitor is the family doctor and the 

barrister is the hospital consultant. 

Many people especially with limited means and if the issue is a civil dispute, will visit their local citizens advice office 

and seek free legal advice. 

Legal executives – legally qualified specialists employed largely by solicitors 

Solicitors – mainly graduates who cover a range of both civil and criminal legal work and have to be formally 

qualified. 

Barristers – graduates who become specialist in a narrow aspect of the law and are employed by solicitors on behalf 

of their clients to represent them in higher courts. 

How different criminal courts work 



Tribunals and other means of dispute resolution 

Tribunal are minor court which deal with hearings. Those hearing can be in laypersons and/or legally qualified 

person. The decision is made by tribunals .tribunals are specialised courts each dealing with specific issues. 

Rights and legal entitlements of citizens at differing ages 

Age  Rights  

8 Age of criminal responsibility in Scotland.  

10 You can choose you own religion. 
Age of criminal responsibility in England and Wales. 

12 You can watch a 12 or 12A film or play a 12 category computer game. 
You can be remanded into a secure unit or secure training facility for persistent offending.  
Age of criminal prosecution in Scotland.  
 

13 You can have a part-time job, with some restrictions.  
You can have an account on social networking site like Facebook or Twitter.  

14 You can enter a pub if the landlord allows it, but you cannot buy or drink alcohol, only soft drinks. 

15 You may be remanded to a prion to await trail. 
If you are convicted of a criminal offence you can be fined up to £1000 and sentenced to prison time. 

16 You can work a full time job if you have left school, have a National Insurance number and the job has 
accredited training. 
You can give consent and have sex. 
You can be married or live together with a parent’s permission. 
You can be prosecuted for having sex with someone who is under 16. 
You can apply for your own passport with a parent’s consent. 

17 You can hold a driver’s licence and apply for a motorcycle licence. 
You can be interviewed by the police without an appropriate adult being present. 

18 You have reached the age of majority. 
You can have a tattoo or body piercing. 
You can watch an 18 film or play 18 computer game.  
Normal minimum wage entitlement increases. 
You can get a credit or debit card. 
You can change your name. 
You can vote and be called for jury service. 
You can buy and drink alcohol in a bar. 
You can get married, enter a civil partnership or live together with parental consent. 
You can stand as an MP or a local councillor. 

How civil law differs from criminal law 

Civil Law Criminal Law 

Civil law deals with disputes between individuals such as 
debt or divorce. 

Criminal law deals with individuals and groups who have 
broken the law, for example: theft, violence or rioting. 

Civil Law Is about determining on the balance of 
evidence whether damages should be awarded to the 
claimants, the person bringing the case or in a divorce 
case, the conditions required by law have been met so 
the divorce can be granted. 

Criminal law requires the state to prove beyond 
reasonable doubt that the person charged committed 
the offence. 

In a civil case, damages are awarded to the claimant if 
the case is found in their favour. 

In a criminal case a non-custodial or custodial sentence 
is given if the person is found guilty. 

 



How legal systems differ within the UK 

Legal systems in Northern Ireland and Scotland: 
 
Northern Ireland: 

 The UK Supreme Court hears appeals on cases of major public importance. 

 Court of Appeal hears appeals from all courts. 

 The High court hears important civil cases and appeals from the County Court. 

 The County Courts hears civil cases, small claims and family cases. 

 The Crown Court hears all serious criminal cases. 

 The Magistrates Court hears less serious criminal, civil and family cases. This also involves juvenile cases. 

 Coroners’ Court investigates unexplained deaths. 

 The Enforcement of Judgements Office enforces civil judgements. 
 
Scotland: 

 The Court of Sessions is the highest court and deals with civil cases. 

 In 2015, the Sheriff Appeal Court was established to hear appeals from the Sheriff and Justice of the Peace 
courts. Hearings take place before 2 or 3 sheriffs. 

 The High Court deals with murder, rape and armed robbery etc. Heard by a single judge and a jury of 15 people. 

 Sheriff and jury: cases are heard by the sheriff and a jury of 15. Sentences of up to 5 years can be given. 

 Sheriff and summary: the sheriff (judge) determines guilt or innocence and can give a sentence up to a year. 
Fines of £10,000 can be given. 

 Judges of the Peace act is similar to the Magistrates Court system in England and Wales. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 15: How laws protect the citizen and deal with criminals  

How citizens’ rights have changed and developed over time 

 

Common law, legislation and how they differ 

Common law legislation Difference commentary 

Basic definition: law that has 

developed as a result of rulings made 

by judges in court cases  

Basic definition: also known as 

statute law. These are acts of 

parliament in regard to an area 

of life and may include the 

prescription of sanctions or 

punishments. 

Common law can be adjusted with 

time and helps redefine laws that are 

unclear or are being interpreted for 

the first time. Lawyers will refer to the 

latest ruling to assist them preparing 

cases  

Statute law is static until it is amended 

or superseded by a new law passed by 

Parliament. 

 

An example of how two types of law can operate  

Parliament may pass a new road traffic act that states that driving while under the influence of drugs is a criminal 

offence. A person may be charged with this offence and their lawyers will look at any previous judgements to see 

whether any aspect of the law has been clarified. For example, the issue may be about a driver who is taking a 

combination of prescribed drugs. If the law is unclear the driver may challenge the charge and ask the judge to clarify 

the situation. The judge’s clarification then becomes the cases law, which can be used by others in the future. If the 

case progresses to higher courts other judges can make fresh decisions that either dismiss the earlier case law or 

support it. If parliament believes this case law undermines their original intention regarding the law they can change 

the law.  

 

The right to representation; the role and history of trade unions and employers’ associations 

 

Employer associations 

 

The nature of criminality in the UK today 

Violent crime – violence against the person  

Hate crime – any criminal offence that is done because of religion, sexual orientation, disability or gender. 

Sexual offences and intimate personal violence – these are recorded as 2 groups, rape, other sexual offences. 

Robbery – a crime in which force or the treat is used to take others belongings.  

Theft offences – these involve burglary, vehicle theft, bicycle theft, shoplifting and others 

Criminal damage and arson – defined as intentional or malicious damage to the home, other property or vehicles  

Fraud – act of deception for personal gain or loss to another includes things like using another’s credit card internet 

or insurance 

Antisocial behaviour-includes nuisance rowdy or inconsiderate neighbours vandalism graffiti street drinking. 



Environmental damage-includes littering dumping of rubbish and abandonment of cars prostitution -related activity, 

begging and vagrancy, misuse of fireworks, inconsiderate or inappropriate use of vehicles. 

Other crimes-includes drug offence possession of weapons and public order crimes. 

Government statistics are from two sources; those recorded by the police and the crime survey for England and 

Wales (CSEW)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Profile of criminality in the UK 

A government sponsored report entitled prisoners childhood in 2012 looked at the past and present family 

circumstances of 1435 prisoned sentenced in 2005 and 2006. 

They found that: 

• 24% stated they were in care at some point of their childhood 

• 29% of prisoners experienced of prisoners experienced abuse at home as a child 

• 36% prisoners reported having family members who have been convicted 

• 19% stated they had a family member with an alcohol problem and 

• 14% with a drug problem 

• 59% of prisoners they were regularly truant from school 

The peak rate for offending crime is at age 17 

The lowest age for offending crime is at age 10 

The highest age for offending crime is at age 60 

In 2015 and 2016 the highest crime was violence against the person and the lowest was 2015 having 1,000,000 and 

2016 with 800,000. Strategies to reduce crime can be at a state level; new laws and punishments can be introduced 

that impact on criminal behaviour 

Local police forces and councils encourage people to look after each other and work with police to detect and 

prevent criminals. 

Difference between custodial and non-custodial is that custodial means imprisonment such as prison or life 

sentences. Non-custodial means it doesn’t involve imprisonment such as fine or discharge. 

 

 

 



Factors affecting crime rates in society and strategies to reduce crime 

The peak age of criminal offending is 17, so could this be linked to peer-group pressure? 

 

Most crime patterns are linked to the state of the economy; if it is in decline and there are high level of employment, 

there can be an increase in criminality. 

Events can trigger short-term increases in crime. If there are riots and public disturbances there is likely to be an 

increase in public order offences. 

 

Local police forces and local councils encourage the development of Neighbourhood Watch Schemes where local 

communities are encouraged to look after each other and work with the police to prevent and detect criminals. 

 

Many people have tried to make anti-crime movements, such as Prevent which is intended to stop the radicalisation 

of people in the community and some private sectors encourage home owners to consider additional security and 

will order them with lower premiums 

How we deal with those who commit crime 

 

The purpose of sentences 

Major sentences: Prisons have four major purposes. These purposes are fines, discharges, community sentences, 

and custodial. Retribution means punishment for crimes against society. Depriving criminals of their freedom is a 

way of making them pay a debt to society for their crimes. 

Sentencing in UK and Wales: The maximum prison sentence in the magistrates' court is six months (which may be 

imposed consecutively up to 12 months for two triable either-way offences). For the most serious offences such as 

murder, the sentence is fixed as life. 

The effectiveness of differing types of sentence  

 

How the youth justice system operates 

There are two aspects to consider: 

1. The organisation and structure of the Youth Justice Board 

2. The operation of Youth Courts 

The Youth Justice System deals with people aged 10-17. 

1 Youth Justice Board 

THE Youth justice board for England and wales is a body set up by the government. It works closely with the young 

offending teams (YOT). The board oversees and supports the performance of the youth justice system regarding is 

main aim which is to prevent children and young people from offending. The YJB provides national co-ordination, 

guidance and monitoring of locally managed YOT partnerships. It is responsible for young people, who have been 

sentenced or remanded by the courts. 

2 The Youth Court System 

When a young person is charged with an offence, thy will appear before the Youth Court. If the case cannot be dealt 

with immediately, the court will make a decision as whether the young person be bailed or remanded into custody. 

If a young person pleads not guilty, a date will be set for the trail when the magistrate’s court will hear all the 

evidence and decide whether or not they are guilty or not. If the crime is serious then they will be sent to the crown 

court instead. 

 



Chapter 16: The importance of key international agreements and treaties in regard to human rights 

The United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

The United Nations declaration of Human Rights (UNDHR) 1948 is key in regard to the development of human rights. 

It is made up of 30 elements. 

1. We are all born free and equal. 

2. Don’t discriminate. 

3. The right to life. 

4. No slavery. 

5. No torture. 

6. You have the rights no matter where you go. 

7. We are all equal before the law. 

8. Your human rights are protected by the law. 

9. No unfair detention. 

10. The right to trial. 

11. We are all innocent till proven guilty. 

12. The right to privacy. 

13. Freedom to movement.  

14. The right to seek a safe place to live. 

15. Right to a nationality. 

16. Marriage and family. 

17. The rights to your own things. 

18. Freedom of thought. 

19. Freedom of expression. 

20. The right of public assembly. 

21. The right to democracy. 

22. The right to housing, education and childcare and help if you are old or ill. 

23. Rights to a job, a fair wage and membership of a trade union. 

24. The right to rest from work and relax. 

25. Food and shelter for all. 

26. The right to education. 

27. Copyright protection of your ideas and inventions. 

28. A fair and free world. 

29. Responsibility: we have a duty to other people, and we should protect their right and freedom. 

30. No one can take away your human rights. 

The European Convention on Human Rights (EHCR) 

The European Convention on Human Rights (formerly the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and 

Fundamental Freedoms) came into force in September 1953. The Convention and the Court are a part of the 

structure of the Council of Europe. 

The Conventions ensured the rights stated in the UNDHR came into effect in European countries, and established an 

internal court with powers to find faults against states that do not fulfil their undertakings. The court sits in 

Strasbourg, France, and is made up of judges from each of the member countries. The UK was one of the first 

countries to agree to the ECHR and play a key role in the drafting of the Conventions. 

The convention has been updated several times since 1953. 

 Article 1: Obligation to respect human rights. 

 Article 2: Right to life. 

 Article 3: Prohibited to torture, inhuman and degrading treatment. 

 Article 4: Prohibited of slavery and forced labour. 

 Article 5: Right to liberty and security. 



 Article 6: Right to a fair trial. 

 Article 7: No punishment without law. 

 Article 8: Right to respect for private and family life, home and correspondence 

 Article 9: Freedom of thought, conscience and religion 

 Article 10: Freedom of expression 

 Article 11: Freedom of assembly and association 

 Article 12: Right to marry 

 Article 13: Right to an effective remedy 

 Article 14: Prohibition of discrimination 

The UN Conventions on the Rights of the Child 

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child was signed in September 1990 and all members of the 

United Nations with the exception of the USA have ratified the convention. In total 54 articles make up the 

conventions. The convention became a part of UK law in 1992. It places a duty on governments in regard to the 

following relating to children:  

 The right to life. 

 The right to his or her own name and identity. 

 The right to be protected from abuse or exploitation. 

 The right to have an education. 

  The right to have their privacy protected. 

 The right to be raised by, or have a relationship with, their parents. 

 The right to express their opinions and have these listened to and where appropriate, acted upon. 

 The right to play and enjoy culture and art in safety. 

The Human Rights Act 1998 

The role of international law in conflict situations 

The Human Rights Act 1998 

The human rights act 1998 ensured that the European convention was embed in the UK law. This meant that citizens 

could bring cases to the courts and have them resolved without having to travel to Strasbourg. This also meant that 

the UK had to abide by and take account by the court in Strasbourg when arriving at their own decisions. It also said 

that UK public bodies had to abide by the conventions. 

The Role of International Law in Conflict Situation 

How international humanitarian protects victims of conflict and helps establish the rules of  

International humanitarian law (IHL) aims to: 

 Protect people who are not involved or are no longer involved on hostilities: the sick and wounded, 

prisoners and civilians 

 Set out the rights and obligations of those involved in the armed conflicts. 

Two important conventions that underpin that way victims are protected and the conduct of war are the Geneva 

Conventions and the Hague Conventions  

The Geneva conventions 

The Geneva Convention established after the battle of Solferino to help those who got involved and those wounded 

in the battle. The convention was extended in 1906 and 1929. 1949 the scope was extended to include protection 

for civilians after WWII. Extended again in 1977 and 2005 to include:  

 Land mines  

 Biological weapons  

 Protection of children in armed conflicts. 



The Hague convention  

This convention relates to the conduct of war and dates from 1899. It was added to in 1907. 

International criminal court 

This was set up in 1998 to persons indicated for crimes against humanity or war crimes. In all 120 nations have 

agreed to work with the court. The end of WWII the allies had set the Nuremberg and Tokyo trials where individuals 

and organisations were charged with war crime. In the 1990s, international crime tribunals for the former Yugoslavia 

were set up by international agreement. 1998, 120 countries signed the Rome statute.  

 

 

 

 

 


