
Year 9 Brief 

The Octagon Theatre, Bolton are seeking creative professionals to join their new Theatre in Education team. The 
ultimate aim is that working professionals will go in to education establishments to provide workshops and inspire 
young people to become involved in the arts. You have been chosen to put forward suitable ideas/plans for such 
production plus a realised workshop and performance of a significant extract – this can be devised or existing 
performance material. 
 
The theme for this event is: 
 

‘The Unknown’ 
 
• The piece must be based on any existing work of art – visual art; music; performance; film 
• The existing work should be researched and explored. The new performance should be a response to any aspect of 
the existing work – either something specific or thematic. 
• The new work could be an extension or development of the existing work – it might feature within the new 
production. 
 

 

Suggestions for your research/some potential starting points: 
 

• Extending existing text with new material 
• Exploring existing text in a different/contrasting style or genre 

• Developing something two dimensional (like a painting) into a performance 
• Interpreting a piece of music through other performing arts disciplines 

• Finding a different story or ‘angle’ to the story that has traditionally been told 
• Turning something naturalistic into something non-naturalistic (or vice versa). 

 
The organisers look forward to hearing about your ideas for new and exciting productions. 

 

 

Section 1: Arts Inspiration (Portfolio) 

You should first decided within which performing arts discipline you want to work and then select a genre. 

From this you should research one performer within this discipline/genre.  

Consider the following questions in response to your work: 

 Who is your arts inspiration? 

 Why do they inspire you? 

 What do they do and how? 

 What do others think of their work? 

 What do you like about their work? 

 What have you found out about their career? 

 What techniques do these use? 

 

 

 

 

 



Section 2: Arts Skills Share (Workshop and Performance) 

You must then plan a workshop and a performance to be delivered to pupils aged 11 – 16, please refer to the brief 

for further information.   

 What arts skill would you like to share? 

 How are you going to do it? 

 Who would you like to work with?  

 What is your chosen target audience? 

 What practice or preparation will you need to do in order to create your outcome? 

 How are you going to make it engaging? 

 What will success look like in this area? 

 What resources will you need? 

 How will you provide feedback? 

 How will you receive feedback on your work? 

 How will you record your skills share? 

Reviewing the skills share 

 What went well? 

 Did it go to plan? 

 What would you do differently next time? 

 What did others think about it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


