
Year 8 Autumn Term (1) Newsletter 

Well Done!
The following pupils have 
been recognised by their 
form tutors as making positive 
contributions during session 
zero:
A- Mariam Yousaf. Liam 
Walmsley
B- Naglis Martinonis
C- Samira Abdillah
D- Safaa Master 
E- Fatima Mitha
F- Aamina Patel
G- Mustaf Daud
H- Sahil Raziqi

Polite Notice
Please ensure your child 
does not bring energy 
drinks into school they 
will be confiscated if 
seen.  

Mobile phones
It is the schools policy that mobile phones are not used 
during the school day by pupils.  Pupils are advised that 
they are turned off and left in their bag from 8.45am-
3.15pm.  If seen in school they will be confiscated and kept 
for 24hours.  Should you need to contact your child whilst 
they are in school please ring the school number and we 
will get a message to them.  Thank you for your cooperation.  

Dear parent/ guardian, 
My name is Miss Johnson and I am Director of Learning for year 8. I have really enjoyed getting 
to know my new year group in this first half term. There are some dedicated, hardworking and 
friendly students in year 8. 
We are now at the end of the first half term and I would like to provide you with a little 
update explaining what year 8 have been up to.  This half term has been unlike any other for 
Smithills School; a lot has changed and pupils have shown a great deal of resilience in dealing 
with their new school environment. Year 8 are taught in their bubble and spend break and 
dinner time in their bubbles. They have adapted to this change well and are aware of the 
expectations. Well done year 8! 



TEAMS
Should your child be absent from school all relevant work 
will be set on TEAMS by the appropriate class teacher.  We 
are also using this for homework.  
Your child will need to know their school password and 
email address to log on.  More information on the school 
website under the quick links section.  
Example email address:
19CSmith@smithillsschool.net

Achievement Points
Pupils are rewarded points for achievement 
based on our school values of diversity, 
excellence, learning, community, leadership, 
integrity. I have rewarded the top 11 students 
this half term. 

Planner
Please check and sign your child’s planer 
weekly.  Should you have any messages for 
school you can communicate through the 
planner to your child’s form tutor.  

Attendance
It goes without saying that being in school 
all day every day has a direct link to how 
much progress pupils make.  We 
encourage all pupils to attend school all 
of the time. Obviously this year is a little 
different and students may need to self 
isolate, this will not count towards their 
final percentage. 
105 students in year 8 have 100%.
We are the 2nd best year group out of all 
the year groups at smithills- keep it up! 

Form Attendance
We run a competition throughout 
the year to find the form with the 
best attendance.  The top three this 
half term are:
1st 8F 95%
2nd  8A and 8D 94.6%
3rd 8C 93%

Masks
Please ensure your child brings 
one to school everyday. 

mailto:19BSmith@smithillsschool.net


Social Media
Keep up to date with what is happening in school 
via our school website.  www.smithillsschool.net
We also have Twitter, Facebook and the Smithills
App.  

What is my child studying this year? 
Our school website has a dedicated page for each subject which 
outlines what your child will study throughout their time at Smithills.  
Please go to the www.smithillsschool.net then Our Curriculum and 
Subjects.  

Maths
Students in Mathematics will begin this academic year studying the number topic 
–summarising topics from Year 7, and developing these skills to enable them to 
become skilled mathematicians. There are 10 topics which will be taught 
throughout the year, each of which have been visited in year 7, and will now be 
built upon. These  include algebra, data and geometry. Pupils will be taught using 
real life enrichment tasks, such as budgeting, creating shopping lists and working 
out interest payments on bank and savings accounts. This will allow pupils to 
really understand why they need maths, and develop like skills they can carry with 
them well into adulthood. 

English
Year 8 are going to continue their literary journey by moving 
from the island with no name that was the setting for 
Shakespeare’s Tempest to the dark, mysterious and often 
dangerous streets of Victorian London there they are going to 
meet the infamous Dr.Henry Jekyll and his alter ego Mr.Edward
Hyde. The story one of the most famous gothic horror novels 
of all time will explore the influence of Science on a society, 
the nature of man and the influence of religion on an ever 
growing population

Science
Students in Science have been learning 
about elements. They have explored ways 
of classifying elements and finding out 
about the patterns in their physical and 
chemical properties. In their second topic 
they have looked at how to measure 
speed and how to tell the story of a 
journey with a graph. They will also look at 
pressure in fluids and relate this to floating 
and sinking.
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