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NIGEL JOHNSON – Chairman 
 
Nigel has extensive headship experience having been the head teacher of three successful schools. He has taught across the range 
from first schools through to secondary level and in very diverse communities. For twenty years, Nigel was the secretary of the 
National Union of Teachers (Newcastle, Staffs) and was President for part of this time. He also has experience of school governance 
and was a Chair of Governors for three years. He also worked as a Regulation 33 and 34 Inspector for six years. 
Nigel is a sports commentator for BBC Radio Stoke. He has also been an article writer for the Staffordshire Sentinel. With  
considerable charities experience, he has been the Chair of the Sir Stanley Matthews Foundation since it was established in 2000. 
 

 

DR. RON MAKINS – Trustee 
 
A Cambridge PhD, Ron has spent his career fostering research and development in science. He worked at the University of Manchester 
for a number of years in the field of biology and bio-technology. From there, Ron became a prolific member of the North Staffordshire 
Chamber of Commerce raising in excess of £3m to promote small businesses. Alongside this, he has co-founded a successful 
business, where he was Financial Director. He has valuable experience of governance and brings financial experience and a capacity 
for strategic thinking to the Trust.  
 

 

 

 

 JOHN AUSTIN - Trustee  

John has spent his career in education in different capacities and brings this breadth of experience to his role in the Trust. 
He was a senior manager in a large, secondary comprehensive school before taking up a strategic role within the education  
service of a local authority. He then moved to television as part of their public service remit, where he was involved in the  
development of programmes and support materials for schools across the UK. He brings challenge to the school on standards, 
curriculum and pupil progress. 

 

 

 



 

Cllr. DR. JOHN WALSH, OBE - Trustee 

John has devoted his life to public service and has been recognised for this through his OBE and Pride of Bolton Lifetime  
Achievement Award. He has long experience of school governance and currently chairs a local Primary MAT and a local LAB and is a  
Foundation governor at another Bolton school. His service has been to public health and transport, and he holds a variety of strategic  
roles within Manchester Diocese. By training, John is an accountant and he brings this valuable experience to Trust business. 
 

 

 

 

MICK CROSSLEY - Trustee 
 
Mick Crossley is married with 2 children, both former pupils at Smithills School. He is the Head of Manufacturing for a multi-national  
defence project. He has over 30 years’ experience in manufacturing and project management. He has been an active governor at Smithills 
for over 12 years, himself a former pupil, and is also a governor and trustee at the St Pauls / Forward as One Academy. 
He specialises in Strategic Vision, Health and Safety, Facilities management, Project Management and I.T. 
 

 

 

 

 
  TONY PURCELL – Trustee  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Tony was a former head teacher for 17 years. He now successfully leads Bolton Learning Alliance – a body that provides 

support and guidance to all Bolton secondary schools. He is also currently a School Improvement Professional and education 

consultant to a number of secondary education providers. Tony brings to the Trust a wealth of experience about standards, 

the curriculum, school finance and school leadership. His knowledge of the strengths that exist in local schools in invaluable. 



MIKE SIDEBOTTOM – Smithills School Principal and Trustee 
 
Mike Sidebottom was previously Vice Principal at Smithills School and was initially appointed Interim Principal in March 2017 when 
the previous post holder stepped down. Between March and December 2017, the school made such rapid progress under his 
leadership, that Trustees were pleased to appoint him as Principal in a substantive capacity in December 2017. He continues to lead 
the school forward, as is acknowledged in the 3rd Monitoring Visit by HMI in March 2018. 

 

 

 

 

MARY POWELL – Bolton Multi Academy Trust CEO  

Mary is a former secondary head; education consultant; School Improvement Professional and NPQH assessor. She is currently Chair 
of Trustees at The Bolton Impact Trust, a Trust she helped to establish and which is regarded as an outstanding centre of alternative 
provision. She is also a Trustee at the Greater Manchester Learning Trust, which centres on Parrswood High School, a school with a 
proven track record of pupil progress and outcomes. She has considerable experience of governance and is registered as a Local Leader 
of Governance for Manchester. She has chaired the JEB at Smithills School through to its 3rd successful monitoring visit. She recently 
took on the role of CEO for the Bolton Multi Academy Trust. 

 

 

 

ALICE LEES – Chief Finance Officer 

Alice has spent all her working life within an accounts/financial environment. From starting her career at the National Westminster 
Bank, her varied roles have given her a strong administrative grounding, managing sales, purchase and nominal ledgers, cash handling, 
payroll and credit control.  

A School Business Manager since 2000, her educational experience covers three secondary schools, two of which were in special 
measures when she joined.  Her degree in School Business Management is underpinned by the DSBM and CSBM qualifications. She 
has been involved in two previous successful academy conversions, leading the introduction of new software and financial procedures, 
as well as preparing and monitoring the budget. She is currently responsible for all non- teaching areas of school, including line 
management of Finance, Catering, Premises, Project Management, I.T. and Reprographics.  
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