
500 Words / about 
 

Closing date 31st May 2020 
 

Calling all story lovers and creative writers.  
 
Smithills School wants to hear from the next generation of storytellers. Can 
you inspire us with 500 words? 
 
There are two categories. Year groups 7&8 and 9&10 
 
Entries must be on a Word Document. You can illustrate your story if you like. 
Please check for accuracy and spelling before sending.  
 
You must include your full name and your form in order to be judged.  
 
Email your story to Mrs Fahlin:  
F.Fahlin@smithillsschool.net 
 

How you can WIN 
 

We are looking for stories that: 
 
* are imaginative 
* have memorable characters 
* have an exciting plot 
* are no more than 500 words (longer doesn’t mean better) 
 
Prizes will be awarded to the winning stories from each category on return to 
school. Certificates for ALL entrants will be emailed back to you after the 
competition closes.  
 

GOOD LUCK!  
 
 
 
 



Writing Tips  
 

• The feelings, thoughts and emotions that go on inside a character are 
more important than physical descriptions.  

• Make notes first. 

• Think about all your senses when describing a scene. Sight. Sound. 
Touch. Smell. Taste. 

• Show, don’t tell. E.g. Mary was cold. (tell). Mary pulled her hat down 
over her ears and turned her face away from the wind. (show) 

 

Finishing your story 
 

A good story takes time. It’s important to check spelling, punctuation and 
grammar as well as the story structure. Editing can be fun too. When the story 
is written, put it away and come back to it on another day with fresh eyes. 
 
Then ask someone to check the following: 
 
Spelling, grammar and punctuation 
Check spelling and grammar and correct any typos. 
 
Action 
Does the action make sense? 
 
Language 
Avoid clichés. Consider using metaphor and simile instead of an adjective. Use 
can use a thesaurus to help you or look up words online.  
 
Characters 
Are the characters believable? Does the main character face an emotional 
change in some way for example? 
 
Opening and ending paragraphs 
Does the story capture your attention from the start? Is the ending satisfying? 


