
 

 

Year 8 GIRLS STEM event with MBDA 
 ‘Engineer for a day’ 

Friday 16th November 2018  
Students from Smithills School were invited to take part in the STEM event delivered by 
MBDA at the University of Bolton on Friday 16th November 2018.  

The girls were inspired to explore future careers in Stem and encouraged to continue to 
study subjects including science, technology, engineering and maths post 16.   

They received a presentation from the University of Bolton explaining future opportunities 
available, followed by a STEM challenge where they were set the task of designing and 
building a system for delivering tomatoes from the mountains of Nepal.  

Students experienced the full engineer process the same as they would have undergone at 
MBDA when designing their weapon systems. During the process, from design to the big 
build, students had to show they were flexible by modifying their designs throughout as the 
material were revealed initially and later in the process as materials became unavailable.  

Staff from MBDA came to speak with students and gave them a fantastic opportunity to s ask 
questions about their role within the company and find out about their progression from 
school to achieve their career goals.  

The girls took part in a career quiz to look at what types of people they might be, using 
adjectives that best described them. Students could then explore employment 
opportunities that they might be drawn to based on their personalities and qualities. 
Students were also asked to draw what a scientist or engineer looked like to help break 
down typical stereotypes.  

Did you know? 

Women with science and maths qualifications earn on average £250,000 more during their 
working life than those without.  

The girls had an amazing day! They had the opportunity to listen to the current MP for Bolton 
south east and former MP for Bolton northwest. Both are inspiring women and provided an 
important message that ‘Women can do’ as well as men and ‘not to ‘be limited’.  

Students were very privileged to receive a tour of the new National Centre for Motorsports 
Engineering (NCME) and thoroughly enjoyed seeing the cars of the future.  

It was a fabulous day, extremely well organised and well delivered. We would like to thank 
everyone involved in the organisation and delivery of the day.  

  

  

	


