
Year 7 Autumn Term (1) Newsletter 

Well Done!
The following pupils have 
been recognised by their 
form tutors as making positive 
contributions during session 
zero:
A- Jocelyn Pollitt
B- Ammarah Patel 
C- Jacob Mulraney
D- Joseph Eden 
E- Jasmin Balogh
F- Danny Bradshaw
G- Ayat Alwakad
H- Beth Bryson
I- Rowan Beswick

Polite Notice
Please ensure your child 
does not bring energy 
drinks into school they 
will be confiscated if 
seen.  

Mobile phones
It is the schools policy that mobile phones are not used 
during the school day by pupils.  Pupils are advised that 
they are turned off and left in their bag from 8.45am-
3.15pm.  If seen in school they will be confiscated and kept 
for 24hours.  Should you need to contact your child whilst 
they are in school please ring the school number and we 
will get a message to them.  Thank you for your cooperation.  

Dear parent/ guardian, 

We are now at the end of the first half term and I would like to provide you with a little 
update explaining what year 7 have been up to.  This half term has been unlike any other for 
Smithills School a lot has changed and pupils have shown a great deal of resilience in dealing 
with their new school environment.  
Year 7 have settled into life in the Smithills family, it has been a pleasure to see the year 7s 
grow in confidence and independence as the half term has gone on.  Thank you for your 
support in ensuring they are prepared for school everyday.
Enjoy a safe and restful half term, Mrs Scholefield.    



Upcoming events 
Year 7 Form tutor 
parents evening. 
Thursday 12th

November on the 
parent booking app.  
Please see letter sent 
via app for further 
details.  

TEAMS
Should your child be absent from school all relevant work 
will be set on TEAMS by the appropriate class teacher.  We 
are also using this for homework.  
Your child will need to know their school password and 
email address to log on.  More information on the school 
website under the quick links section.  
Example email address:
20lclarke@smithillsschool.net

Achievement Points
Pupils are rewarded points for achievement 
based on our school values of diversity, 
excellence, learning, community, leadership, 
integrity.  116 pupils in year 7 have 10 or more 
points this half term.  Well done.  

Planner
Please check and sign your child’s planer 
weekly.  Should you have any messages for 
school you can communicate through the 
planner to your child’s form tutor.  

Attendance
It goes without saying that being in school 
all day every day has a direct link to how 
much progress in made academically.  
We encourage all pupils to attend school 
all of the time.  As I write this112 pupils 
have 100% for this half term.  A further 49 
pupils have over 96%.  This is excellent 
well done to those pupils.  For those who 
haven’t got 96% attendance or more make 
it your goal next half term 

Form Attendance
We run a competition throughout 
the year to find the form with the 
best attendance.  The top three 
this half term are:
1st 7H- 97.9%
2nd 7D & 7I- 96.8%
3rd 7F- 95%

Masks
Please ensure your child brings 
one to school everyday. 
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Social Media
Keep up to date with what is happening in 
school via our school website.  
www.smithillsschool.net
We also have Twitter, Facebook and the 
Smithills App.  

Setting 
During the last few weeks year 7’s have sat 
their CATS tests in school.  The results of 
which in collaboration with baseline testing 
in maths and English, reading ages and 
classwork and homework completed have 
helped us to begin the setting process.  
Sets will be reviewed regularly throughout 
the year to iron out any potential issues.  

What is my child studying this year? 
Our school website has a dedicated page for each subject which outlines what 
your child will study throughout their time at Smithills.  Please go to the 
www.smithillsschool.net then Our Curriculum and Subjects.  

Maths
Students in Mathematics will begin this academic year studying the number topic –summarising topics 
from Year 6, and developing these skills to enable them to become skilled mathematicians. There are 10 
topics which will be taught throughout the year, including algebra, data and geometry. Pupils will be 
exposed to mathematics in a variety of ways, including using real life enrichment tasks, such as budgeting, 
creating shopping lists, planning trips and working out discounts on products. This will allow pupils to 
really understand why they need maths, and develop like skills they can carry with them well into 
adulthood. 

English 
Students in English will be beginning a literature journey through time. They will commence their journey 
in the Medieval realm of knights and squires before paying a visit to Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre. 
Storming past the Enlightenment students will explore poetry inspired by the beauty of nature before 
witnessing the horrors of gothic literature. Students will then be introduced to Charles Dickens and the 
detective stories of Conan Doyle set on the dark, dangerous streets of Victorian London. Finally, the end 
of our journey takes us down a Hobbit hole when looking at Modernism with J. R. R. Tolkein

Science  
Students in Science have been learning about forces, how they arise and how they change the motion of 
an object. They have carried out a variety of practical activities to investigate the effect of forces. In their 
second topic they have looked at why substances have different properties in their solid, liquid and gas 
states, and considered what happens when a substances changes from one state to another. They have 
also looked at how substances can be separated from their solutions by carrying out a range of practical 
activities such as chromatography, distillation , filtration and evaporation. 
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