
 

 

May 2020 
 
Dear Pupils, Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope you and your families are safe and well. I’d like to thank you for your support over the last two 
months. 
 
It’s been a long time since we have been together as a school community and a lot has changed 
during this time. The one thing I am certain of is that we are all part of the Smithills Family and are 
here to support you.  We are working hard to ensure that you do not fall behind, and I would like to 
thank your parents and carers for ensuring that you are working hard at home. 
 
My first priority is your safety and wellbeing. If you have any concerns or are struggling to cope, then 
please get in touch with us at school. Our primary role now is to support you and your families. Staff 
are in school; they will pick up the phone if you ring and they will respond quickly to any emails that 
you send. Our Directors of Learning are adding a weekly message for their year groups on our 
website, so please check them out at the link below: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pRykvVgzako 
 
Over the past few weeks we have been developing our Remote Learning System to ensure that you 
have access to appropriate work and most importantly, your teachers. Your teachers have been in 
school this week to receive training on our new systems. Please see the link below for training on the 
system: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGChS1IE8RE 
 
Our expectations are that you complete all the work set and you remain in contact with your 
teachers so they can support you, provide feedback and further instructions. If you do not have 
access to remote learning, then please get in touch with us and we will provide work that is 
appropriate for you which you can pick up from school. 
 
You will no doubt have heard that the government have asked schools to have some face-to-face 
contact with Y10 pupils before the end of the school holiday. This is something we intend to do 
but, as you will appreciate, we have to balance this with the health and safety of all our school 
community.  We are progressing with our plans and will be informing Y10 pupils over the course of 
the next week what those plans are. However, there will certainly be high levels of cleaning 
throughout the school, a strict adherence to social distancing guidelines, reduced class sizes and 
pupils remaining in a single room.  
 
Please continue to ensure that you are accessing work, keep in touch and importantly, stay safe. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Mike Sidebottom 
Principal 
 


