Los meses y las fechas – months and dates in Spanish

Exercise 1: The table below contains the building blocks which you will need to write the names of all the Spanish months.  Can you put them together correctly?  Some words need two blocks and some need three.  The first one is done for you.

	tiem
	viem
	ril
	io
	no
	bre
	oct

	mar
	yo
	di
	ubre
	mes
	ma
	ab

	nio
	osto
	zo
	ero
	rero
	ag
	ciem

	bre
	feb
	sep
	ju
	bre
	en
	jul


	January
	enero
	July 
	

	February
	
	August
	

	March
	
	September
	

	April
	
	October
	

	May
	
	November
	

	June
	
	December
	


When you have finished, you should find one extra box left over.  It contains the Spanish word for month.  What is it?

Exercise 2: Can you put these days of the week in the correct order, starting with Monday?

	
	
	1
	
	
	
	

	miércoles
	domingo
	lunes
	jueves
	sábado
	martes
	viernes
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Exercise 3: Can you write these dates out in words?
Example: Mon 5/1 = lunes, cinco de enero

	a) Sat 9/2
	

	b) Wed 4/7
	

	c) Mon 3/4
	

	d) Sun 14/10
	

	e) Thu 11/6
	

	f) Fri 7/9
	

	g)  Tue 25/1
	

	h)   Sat 31/12
	

	i)   Fri 10/5
	

	j)   Sun 26/11
	

	k)  Thu 15/3
	

	l)   Wed 8/8
	


Exercise 4: This wordsearch contains all the days, all the months and all the numbers from 1 to 31.  Make a note of them as you find them.
	D
	L
	S
	D
	C
	M
	L
	O
	D
	E
	W
	V
	S
	V
	T
	K
	L
	S
	O
	B

	F
	I
	O
	E
	A
	A
	R
	I
	R
	X
	E
	E
	O
	E
	S
	G
	M
	G
	I
	P

	O
	C
	E
	R
	L
	T
	T
	B
	R
	I
	Z
	I
	N
	I
	N
	D
	N
	T
	N
	Q

	E
	D
	T
	C
	A
	O
	M
	O
	N
	B
	C
	N
	U
	N
	V
	R
	I
	R
	U
	O

	E
	E
	A
	U
	I
	E
	C
	T
	R
	S
	A
	T
	Y
	T
	E
	Q
	E
	E
	J
	G

	S
	V
	C
	B
	I
	N
	I
	R
	E
	C
	V
	I
	A
	I
	I
	O
	T
	I
	Z
	N

	W
	E
	E
	T
	A
	S
	U
	R
	E
	E
	E
	T
	T
	U
	N
	O
	J
	N
	V
	I

	M
	I
	P
	U
	E
	S
	B
	E
	I
	I
	W
	R
	N
	N
	T
	O
	Y
	T
	Y
	M

	W
	E
	I
	I
	N
	M
	W
	N
	V
	L
	M
	E
	I
	O
	I
	T
	E
	A
	I
	O

	S
	G
	S
	H
	E
	I
	T
	P
	U
	E
	E
	S
	E
	N
	C
	S
	R
	S
	M
	D

	E
	T
	E
	I
	S
	I
	T
	N
	I
	E
	V
	A
	R
	C
	U
	O
	B
	O
	S
	C

	R
	O
	C
	V
	C
	C
	I
	N
	C
	O
	D
	G
	T
	E
	A
	G
	M
	I
	X
	N

	T
	I
	P
	I
	O
	H
	C
	O
	I
	T
	N
	I
	E
	V
	T
	A
	E
	F
	U
	J

	D
	Q
	N
	D
	I
	E
	C
	I
	S
	E
	I
	S
	E
	O
	R
	S
	I
	E
	M
	L

	D
	C
	S
	O
	D
	I
	T
	N
	I
	E
	V
	G
	R
	C
	O
	O
	V
	I
	S
	U

	O
	C
	T
	U
	B
	R
	E
	E
	S
	E
	V
	E
	U
	J
	I
	E
	O
	O
	I
	N

	Q
	U
	I
	N
	C
	E
	N
	E
	C
	E
	R
	T
	I
	L
	S
	O
	N
	U
	E
	E

	O
	Z
	R
	A
	M
	E
	T
	B
	A
	B
	M
	D
	U
	N
	P
	O
	C
	T
	T
	S

	O
	C
	H
	O
	R
	N
	T
	D
	E
	J
	J
	J
	G
	N
	T
	S
	D
	H
	E
	Y

	E
	Y
	Z
	O
	S
	E
	K
	F
	D
	I
	E
	C
	I
	S
	I
	E
	T
	E
	O
	R


	días
	meses
	números

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Teaching notes
Los meses PowerPoint

Slide 1 

The complete list of months is given, with the spellings that students most often get wrong highlighted.

To get a sense of the sequence of the words, repeat them in groups of three.  On each click, a group of three months gives a wave to indicate that these are the three to be repeated.

Slide 2

The list appears again. 

On the next click a box covers all but the initial letters.  Can they still remember the words?

On the next click, numbers 1-12 cascade down beside the initial letters.  Can they give you the month from the number?

Slide 3

Build on the association between numbers and months by playing dates bingo.

Students initially write down numbers 1–6.  Then, next to each number, they write the name of one of the first six months in any order, using each one once only.  They have thus created six dates.  You then call all the possible combinations in a random order until the winner has ticked all six of his/her dates. 

You then repeat this for 7–12 and July–December.  (These details appear on the next click.)

Grids for recording the dates you call are on p.6 below.

Slide 4

To practise dates with a fuller range of numbers, these are random dates for a game of ‘Splat’. 

Divide the class into two teams.  A representative of each team comes to the board, one standing on each side.  Each is given a pen of a different colour.  You say one of the dates in Spanish.  The first student to circle the numerical version of this date wins a point for his/her team.  They could, of course, simply splat the dates instead!  Alternatively you could point to a date and get pairs of students to write it on a mini whiteboard to show you.

Answers
Exercise 1: 
	January
	enero
	July 
	julio

	February
	febrero
	August
	agosto

	March
	marzo
	September
	septiembre

	April
	abril
	October
	octubre

	May
	mayo
	November
	noviembre

	June
	junio
	December
	diciembre


The hidden word is mes.
Exercise 2:
	3
	7
	1
	4
	6
	2
	5

	miércoles
	domingo
	lunes
	jueves
	sábado
	martes
	viernes


Exercise 3:
	a) Sat 9/2
	sábado, nueve de febrero 

	b) Wed 4/7
	miércoles, cuatro de julio

	c) Mon 3/4
	lunes, tres de abril 

	d) Sun 14/10
	domingo, catorce de octubre

	e) Thu 11/6
	jueves, once de junio

	f) Fri 7/9
	viernes, siete de septiembre

	g)  Tue 25/1
	martes, veinticinco de enero

	h)   Sat 31/12
	sábado, treinta y uno de diciembre

	i)   Fri 10/5
	viernes, diez de mayo

	j)   Sun 26/11
	domingo, veintiséis de noviembre

	k)  Thu 15/3
	jueves, quince de marzo

	l)   Wed 8/8
	miércoles, ocho de agosto 


Exercise 4: wordsearch

	D
	L
	S
	D
	C
	M
	L
	O
	D
	E
	W
	V
	S
	V
	T
	K
	L
	S
	O
	B

	F
	I
	O
	E
	A
	A
	R
	I
	R
	X
	E
	E
	O
	E
	S
	G
	M
	G
	I
	P

	O
	C
	E
	R
	L
	T
	T
	B
	R
	I
	Z
	I
	N
	I
	N
	D
	N
	T
	N
	Q

	E
	D
	T
	C
	A
	O
	M
	O
	N
	B
	C
	N
	U
	N
	V
	R
	I
	R
	U
	O

	E
	E
	A
	U
	I
	E
	C
	T
	R
	S
	A
	T
	Y
	T
	E
	Q
	E
	E
	J
	G

	S
	V
	C
	B
	I
	N
	I
	R
	E
	C
	V
	I
	A
	I
	I
	O
	T
	I
	Z
	N

	W
	E
	E
	T
	A
	S
	U
	R
	E
	E
	E
	T
	T
	U
	N
	O
	J
	N
	V
	I

	M
	I
	P
	U
	E
	S
	B
	E
	I
	I
	W
	R
	N
	N
	T
	O
	Y
	T
	Y
	M

	W
	E
	I
	I
	N
	M
	W
	N
	V
	L
	M
	E
	I
	O
	I
	T
	E
	A
	I
	O

	S
	G
	S
	H
	E
	I
	T
	P
	U
	E
	E
	S
	E
	N
	C
	S
	R
	S
	M
	D

	E
	T
	E
	I
	S
	I
	T
	N
	I
	E
	V
	A
	R
	C
	U
	O
	B
	O
	S
	C

	R
	O
	C
	V
	C
	C
	I
	N
	C
	O
	D
	G
	T
	E
	A
	G
	M
	I
	X
	N

	T
	I
	P
	I
	O
	H
	C
	O
	I
	T
	N
	I
	E
	V
	T
	A
	E
	F
	U
	J

	D
	Q
	N
	D
	I
	E
	C
	I
	S
	E
	I
	S
	E
	O
	R
	S
	I
	E
	M
	L

	D
	C
	S
	O
	D
	I
	T
	N
	I
	E
	V
	G
	R
	C
	O
	O
	V
	I
	S
	U

	O
	C
	T
	U
	B
	R
	E
	E
	S
	E
	V
	E
	U
	J
	I
	E
	O
	O
	I
	N

	Q
	U
	I
	N
	C
	E
	N
	E
	C
	E
	R
	T
	I
	L
	S
	O
	N
	U
	E
	E

	O
	Z
	R
	A
	M
	E
	T
	B
	A
	B
	M
	D
	U
	N
	P
	O
	C
	T
	T
	S

	O
	C
	H
	O
	R
	N
	T
	D
	E
	J
	J
	J
	G
	N
	T
	S
	D
	H
	E
	Y

	E
	Y
	Z
	O
	S
	E
	K
	F
	D
	I
	E
	C
	I
	S
	I
	E
	T
	E
	O
	R


Grids for dates bingo (see notes on PowerPoint slide 4 above)
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	enero
	
	
	
	
	
	

	febrero
	
	
	
	
	
	

	marzo
	
	
	
	
	
	

	abril
	
	
	
	
	
	

	mayo
	
	
	
	
	
	

	junio
	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	julio
	
	
	
	
	
	

	agosto
	
	
	
	
	
	

	septiembre
	
	
	
	
	
	

	octubre
	
	
	
	
	
	

	noviembre
	
	
	
	
	
	

	diciembre
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